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speeches were also in English, but Gandhi expressed his thanks in
Gujarati, declaring his "partiality for Gujarati and Hindustani" and
entering his protest against the use of English in a Gujarati gathering.
The Governor of Bombay, Lord Willingdon, expressed his desire
to Gokhale to meet Gandhi. Gandhi saw him before leaving the
city. After the usual inquiries, the Governor said : "I ask one thing of
you. I would like you to come and see rne whenever you propose to
take any steps concerning Government." Gandhi replied, "I can very
easily give the promise, inasmuch as it is my rule, as a satyagrahi, to
understand the viewpoint of the party I propose to deal with, and to
try to agree with him, as far as may be possible.55
The Governor thanked Gandhi and said: "You may come to me
whenever you like, and you will see that my Government do not
wilfully do anything wrong.55
Gandhi then left for Poona to see Gokhale. He spent sometime at
the Servants of India Society where he was given a party, with fruits
and nuts, by Gokhale, on January 13. Gokhale was very keen that
Gandhi should join the society. So was Gandhi himself. But the mem-
bers felt that as there was a difference between his ideals and methods
of work and theirs, it might not be proper for him to join the society
immediately. "I am hoping that they will accept you, but if they
don't, you will not for a moment think that they are lacking in respect
or love for you," said Gokhale. "They are hesitating to take any risk,
lest their high regard for you should be jeopardized. But whether you
are formally admitted as a member or not, I am going to look upon
you as one."
Gokhale took Gandhi under his protection. As soon as Gandhi
mentioned to him his desire to found an ashram and settle there with
his Phoenix inmates, Gokhale made an offer: " Whatever may be the
result of your talks with the members, you must look to me for the
expenses of the ashram, which I will regard as my own.55 Gokhale
asked a colleague to open an account for Gandhi in the society's
books, and to give him whatever he might require for the ashram and
for public expenses. Gandhi later noted down his reaction to his first
meeting with Gokhale: "Sir Pherozeshah Mehta had seemed to me
like the Himalayas, Lokamanya Tilak like the ocean. But Gokhale
was as the Ganges. The Himalayas was unscalable3 and one could
not easily launch forth on the sea, but the Ganges invited one to its
bosom."